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Presiding Mayor – The Honorable Andre Sayegh, Mayor of Paterson NJ

Panelists (in order of presentation)

o Mayor Sayegh

o Evan Sanchez, Co-Founder, Authentic City Partners, Atlantic City

o Tom Gilmour, Executive Director, Trenton Downtown Association

o Patrice Foresman, Executive Director, Main Street Business Alliance, 

Hackensack

o Maureen Vanacore, Consultant, Northern NJ Community Foundation

o Dan Swern, Co-Founder & Producing Director, coLAB Arts
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Simply put, creative placemaking is the 

practice of using arts and culture to build 

stronger more vibrant communities and 

boost local economies. 



Providence, Rhode Island - Waterfire
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• MUNICIPAL FUNDS

• COUNTY BLOCK GRANTS

• STATE NJSCA GRANTS

• FEDERAL NEA “OUR TOWN” GRANTS

• CLEAN COMMUNITIES GRANTS



Hackensack Creative Arts Team

• Represented the various 

communities and sectors in 

Hackensack

• Created a creative placemaking

plan that incorporates arts and 

culture into redevelopment plans

• Guides implementation of the 

plan

• Leads ongoing improvements



• A work of public art that served to 

showcase a shared community 

vision for a future city filled with arts 

and culture.

• Engage passers-by; evoke 

community pride.

• Beautified the neighborhood and 

76 Main Street property site.

• Act as a beacon of the City and 

Main Street Alliance’s endorsement 

of arts and culture as a powerful 

tool to transform, connect, and 

serve communities. 
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